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General Cleaning 
1. Remove the wheels and reinstall lug bolts 

into hubs. 
 
2. Remove the shields covering the double 

universals (top photo). 
 
3. Remove the shields covering the upper 

and lower chains (middle photo). 
 
4. Open all other shields. 
 
5. Using pressurized air, blow entire machine 

to remove all dirt/debris.   
 
6. Once majority of debris is removed by air, 

using a low pressure water hose or indirect 
water pressure, clean machine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Spray (at low water pressure) the cavities 

in the stalk puller heads until the water 
discharge from the drain hole is clear. 

 
8. Pressure wash the pulling wheels after 

they are removed. 
 
9. Spray all drivelines, universal joints, and 

exposed shafts with a lightweight oil 
(bottom photo). 

 
10. Replace all shields before storing machine.

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT!  If using pressure washer, 
do NOT direct water spray at bearings. 
This can damage their seals, causing 
premature failure. 
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6. 
Troubleshooting



Troubleshooting  Hi-Speed Cotton Stalk Puller/Chopper 

9/10/07 48  

 
 

Problem 
 

Cause 
 

Correction 
 

 
Rows are planted in 
something other than 4, 8, or 
12 row planters (SPC-4) or 6 
or 12 row planters (SPC-6) 
and passes are being made 
over an odd number of rows.  

 
Operate machine over four 
rows, then make a pass to 
pick up odd rows before 
making another four row pass 

 
Wait for rain or irrigation to 
soften soil 
 

 
A large number of stalks are 
being chopped off near the 
base but not pulled out 
 

 
Soil is too hard 

 
Add more weight to the 
machine by filling the upper 
tank with water 
 
Wait for soil to dry some and 
ground to harden 

 
Stalks are being pulled out, 
but pushed into the ground 
instead of chopped 
 

 
Ground is too soft or soil too 
wet 
 
 

 
Reduce weight by letting 
some of the water out of the 
machine 

 
Stalks are breaking off before 
being pulled out 
 
 
 

 
Cotton stalks may be very 
short or are very brittle 

 
Shorten the top link of the 
hitch so that the bottom of the 
pulling wheels are 2" to 3" 
above the ground 

 
Wheels are hitting the ground 

 
Top link of hitch is shortened 
too much 

 
Lengthen top link so that 
wheels are further off ground 
 

 
Stalks are flying over the rotor 
and not being chopped 
 

 
Rotor is too far from the 
pulling wheels 

 
Move rotor closer to tractor 

 
Rotor is too close to the 
pulling wheels 

 
Move the rotor further away 
from the tractor 
 

 
Stalks are being chopped 
before they are completely out 
of the ground 

 
Stalk is missing wheels 
completely 

 
Make sure machine is 
operating over four rows  
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Problem 
 

 
Cause 

 
Correction 

 

 
Stalk is slipping through the 
pulling wheels  
 

 
Inflate tires more (do not 
exceed 36 PSI) 

 
Root is still in the ground but 
stalk is chopped 
 
 
 

 
Stalk is breaking off 

 
Make sure ground is soft 
enough and enough weight is 
in tanks 

 
The blade is catching the 
stem before it is pulled from 
the ground 

 
Move rotor away from pulling 
wheels 

 
Stalk is slipping through the 
wheels 

 
Inflate tires more (do not 
exceed 36 PSI) 

 
Root is in place (facing down) 
but loose in soil 
 
 
 

 
Tires are too worn to grip 
stalks 
 

 
Replace tires 

 






